Is the East Lake Development a Risky Exercise on Contaminated Land?
I have some valid concerns about the East Lake development that ACTPLA and the ACT Government must consider otherwise the proposal may become a public health, environmental and financial disaster that could have been averted. Development of potentially contaminated land at the “Causeway Tips” must not proceed without a complete risk assessment that includes the current and future human inhabitants, construction workers and the wildlife in the Jerrabomberra Wetlands. 
During the Kingston Foreshores Development of the graphics dept of the old government printing office the soil was dug up and formed into a big mound. Winds from this mound blew the soil over the Causeway residents for three months. Leakage from the graphics tanks would have included many particles of heavy metals leached into the soil. Despite Causeway residents complaints ACT Health Protection did not seem to be involved. Public health was a lower priority than the property development!
In the interests of transparency all environmental assessments of the future East Lake site should be made publicly available. Included are excerpts from the Coffey ESA in 2005 that were acquired by MLA Deb Foskey via Freedom of Information. This ESA indicates that there may be more reports, before & after, that we don’t know about. Why these reports are kept under wraps is of concern?
Railway Masterplan Report  Parsons Brinckerhoff, May 2009
“2.1.8 Land contamination

Previous environmental analysis carried out by Coffey Geosciences Pty Ltd for the ACTPLA

describes some potential Hydrocarbon contamination on the Railway lands. Parts of the site

have also been previously used as municipal waste fill. The investigations have identified 10

areas of environmental concern. Preliminary investigations indicate that the sites can be

remediated and do not pose a major constraint to the development. There areas will require

a detailed investigations and a contamination assessment and remediation action plan

should be prepared for the site.” 
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Regarding current land occupied by William Edmund Pty Ltd

“The current site and adjacent unoccupied railway land is the site of a former landfill and is          known to have three types of asbestos deposits: lagging, sheets and tiles.”
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