[image: image1.png]H2LD OR
1946, AT T

ISCRY

The Committee met at 2 p, m.

Mr, B, M.

Rolland ( Chairman of Mecting )
Mr, C. S. Da (

Executive Member and Chairman of the
A, C, T. Advisory Council )
lr, F,dJ, wWalters.

Mr, Rowland James was unable to attend owing to his Parliamentary
duties,

Messrs. Waterhouse and Harris were also prevented from attending
owing to difficulties of transport from Sydney. Apologiss from
these Members were noted,

In the absence of the Chairman and at the request of the other

Hembers, Mr, Rolland acted as Chairman for the meeting.
The Minutes of the 50th Meeting were confirmed,

The following notifications were made by the Executive Member for

the information of the Committee, viz:

g Flats- Reid:

Fresh tenders had been called for the blocks of flats on
Ainslie Avenue and were returnable on the 16th July.

(b) _Cenberra Community Hospital:

Tenders had also been called for t
wing to the nurses’ guarters at th
alsoc returnasble on the 16th July.

he erection of the additional
e hospitsl, and these were

{¢) Telopea Park School:

It was expected that tenders would be called for the first
section of the work of sxtending the Telopea Park School early
in August.

(d) Snowy River:

A conference had been held on the 25th June at Canberra between
Commonwealth and State Ministers ( including the Premiers of
New South Wales and Vietoria ) to discuss the question of the
use of the waters of the Snowy River. New South #Wales pressed
for the scheme providing for the diversion of the waters into
the Murrumbidgee River and Victoria for an investigation into
an alternative proposal for diversion into the Murraey River.
The Commonwealth has the right to use the waters of the Snowy
River for the purpose of hydro-electric supply for the Austral-
ian Cepital Territory. It was agreed at the conference that
the Commonwealth would undertake a preliminary investigation
into the Murray River diversion scheme and report again to a
conference in six months time,
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(2 ) NARRABUNDAH

Mr. Daley stated that he had attended the conference and represented
the Minister for the Interior who was absent from Caunberra, The Direscior-.
General of Works and Housing was also present with his Minister.

The Bxecutive Member reported that as the result of consideration
at the last meeting a report had been made to the Minister for the
Interior expressing the Committee's concurrence in the suggestion to
proceed with the nroposal as indicated in Plans No. C.D. 1139 and C.D.11LO,
for the erection of 100 dwellings of a pre-fabricated type on the basis of
a temporary housing scheme without prejudice to the guestion of the
permanent treatment of the area at a later stage when the time is opport-
une.

The Minister had duly approved of the report and advice to this
effect had been given to Mr. Rolland.

4 few days afterwards the Secretary, Department of the Interior,
speaking for the Minister, had reguested Mr. Daley and Mr. Sheaffe to
accompany himself and the Minister on a visit of inspection of the area
and had asked whether some alternative site, or preferably more than one
site, could be selected to avold withdrawing the area in guestion from
the lease held by Mrs, E, Murray and used by her for da1WVan and assoc—
iated purposes. The Minister had inspected Mrs, Murray's da;ry, the site.
proposed at Narrabundah for the housing scheme, and the general area in
the vicinity of Griffith, and that in the neighbourhood of the camp
previously occupied by Air Force trainees, as the latter had been suggewted
by Mrs, Murry as being more sultable for the housing scheme than the land
already selected 2s 1t was not so damp and foggy.

As the result of the lnspection the Minister had reguested that a
proposal be put forward for erecting the demountable houses on a site or
sites other than that for which the plans had been prepared.

The Executive Member had explained to the Minister that the Depart-
ment of Works and Housing, upon Ministerial directions, had called tenders
for the work bases on the site of which he had approved, and that he
should, therefore, discuss the subject with Mr, Lazzarini, The Minister
said that he would do so.

The Committee noted this report and proceeded to give consideration!
to an alternative scheme for the layout of the Workmen's Suburb, which |
had been prepared by Mr, Sheaffe as the result of the Minister's direct-
ions., Mr. Sheaffe attended the meeting and explained his scheme and also
his views against the selec¢tion of the site indicated in Plan No.C.D, 1140
for permanent residential purposes, This view had previously been placed:
before the Committee in departmental reports, and was related particularly
to the permanent diversion of the area from use for recreation purposes.

It was noted that the alternative site suggested by Mr. Sheaffe
was located immediately to the south of that already planned, extending
from the rallway reserve to the intersection of Sturt Avenue and the
unnamed avenue running east from the circle whers Captain Cook Crescent
joins Sturt Avenue.

Mr, Sheaffe indicated that the area suggested by him also formed
part of the lease held by Mrs, B, Murray.

The Committee observed the following points 1n regard to the tentat-:
ive alternative layout plan submitted by Mr, Sheaffe, viz:-

(a) As a permanent residential layout it would involve major
variations to the approved City plan and the elimination of
important features;

(») The capacity of the area was approximately 150 housés as
compared with approximately 300 in the layout already approved;

(e) It was based upon a permanent layout with larger individual
blocks but having considerably less open space for recreation

and community facilities:
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(&) Portion of it was more remote from existing development,
and it would be definitely severed from other settled
areas by a considerable expanse of undeveloped land
upon which, under the schsme already submlitted, the
proposed residences would be erected.

The Committee, after discussion with Mr, Sheaffe, and reconsiderat-
ion of the matter in all its aspscts, did not see any good reason to
Vary its previous recommendation as to the suitability of the area
indicated in the plan already submitted as the site for a temporary
housing scheme. In arriving at this conclusion the Committee had in
mind that:

(i) Such area would involve no variation of the approved
Canberra plan;

{(i1) As the proposed allotment of this area was originally
for park and recreation purposes, the layout for
temporary housing already suggested was made in such
a manner as to provide immediately a considerable
expanse of playing fields, arranged so as to form part,
if desired, of the ultimate permanent development in
this regard.,

(i1i) Such development could be expanded to the extent that
experience might indicate that the number of pre-
fabricated residences on the area could be reduced,
the engineering services heing avallable for the
reguirements of the recreation features.

(iv) From the information given to the Commlttee 1t appeared
clear that the area indicated in the original scheme
would be required in any case in a few years for the
progressive development of playing fields.

(v) The scheme submitted would admit of this being done in
a satisfactory manner with gradual expansion as the
temporary houses are progressively eliminated.

fter consideration of this matter the Members of the Committes,
by arrangement, proceeded to Parliament House and discussed the subject
with the Minister for the Interior and the Minister for Works and Housing
Mr. Rolland informed the Ministers of the Committee's view that no good
purpose would be served by changing the site already approved, and after
some discussion, the Minister for the Interior agreed to withdraw any
objections that he had raised in this regard. It was arranged that the
Executive Member would submit a report to the Minister in confirmation
of the views sxpressed.

As reported to the Committee at its last meeting, it was considered
desirable to review the suggestion made that a site for approximately
LO workmen's residences at Yarralumla should be selected In the area
adjoining the nursery plantation in front of the ForestrySchool. As
the result of this review it was now proposed that a site be chosen much
nearer to the brickworks, and between the existing residential area and
the Cotter Road, This site was astride the old Uriarra Road and Tormed
part of the area previously used as a recreation ground. It was fairly
well sheliered and was reasonably screened by a rise in the ground
between it and the Cotter Road.

The Surveyor-General arranged to have the area flagged and the
Committee visited the site, inspecting the ground., As a result, 1t formed
the opinion that the arsa would be guite suitable for the proposed
temporary housing sebttlement, and it was resolved to meke a recommendat-
ion to this effect accordingly. 53
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