Submission on the Eastlake Preferred Option 
Impact on Future Transport Options for the ACT
The easy option of demolishing the current railway station, tearing up the tracks will lock out forever, off road, public transport access in South Canberra. The location of the new station and bus access is a very retrograde move given the potential of the existing Kingston Railway Station. This is incredibly bad transport planning.  Access from Queanbeyan & surrounding southern districts will only be via road. Building on possible future transport corridors, i.e. the existing rail tract, will prevent forever a light rail in the middle of Wentworth Ave & Brisbane Ave. and maybe to Civic. Transport planning expert Dr Paul Mees has stated, on 16 June 2010 at a forum in the ACT Legislative Assembly, that a light rail system for the ACT would cost ¼ the cost estimates of $2 billion in the ACT Govt. submission to Infrastructure Australia. What would be the cost of a light rail linking the ACT to the Monaro using the existing rail line? 
Walter Burley Griffin’s railway plan will be sunk in the lake (see attachment from Engineering Heritage). Future generations will blame the current generation of decision makers of short term gain for future frustration & traffic gridlock. Canberra’s history is littered with bad decisions regarding rail transport. The proposed location of Grand Canberra Railway station, hidden away under the Monaro Highway, will make the Australian Capital a laughing stock.   

Recommend: Leave the current Kingston Railway Station & rail tracts where they are and plan around them. Upgrade the station as a public transport hub and explore the option of using the tracts for dual wheeled buses for services to outer areas such as Bungendore. A railway goods facility could be considered at Oaks estate or a spur to the airport from QBYN. 
Future Residential Amenity
The brief of the contractor appears to only put 4000 dwellings with 25% commercial/industrial land. Future plans should include zoning so there is more transparency. Sometimes residential dwellings are adjacent to commercial/industrial usage. This appears behind commercial buildings on Mildura Street. The amenity of residents will be diminished by noise inevitably arising from warehousing & other activities. Will this area be for public housing tenants as they will not attract a high market price?

Commercial/industrial zoning should be keep where it is, south east of the railway line. This will minimise mixing trucks with bicycles. Access to this zone, Mildura St, should be via a road from Dairy Flat Road, this will make easier for trucks from the airport transport hub and the Monaro Highway. Less heavy haulers will then use Canberra Ave / Nyrang St. 
Recommend:    Do not mix residential usage with industrial usage
Existing Causeway Residents
The staging plan states “The area around The Causeway redevelopment has been put in the later stage to allow ample time for relocation of existing residents”. I had not heard that the existing Causeway residents, including landowners, have been given notice by ACT DHCS. This is news to them as well, as at 17 June 2010, as they are still in negotiation and this will give rise to distrust and anxiety. Does the contractor SGS and ACTPLA know that the Causeway is to be demolished and the residents moved? Such insensitivity to a community is appalling.

Recommend: As we are not living under a totalitarian regime & as a matter of decency and transparency the ACT Chief Minister must ensure that the Causeway community will have security of tenure before the Eastlake Development starts. The existing Causeway Community is the only living link as a settlement left to the foundation of Canberra as the national capital in the Power house precinct. The Causeway Hall, a great source of our valued heritage, should not be surrounded by modern architecture. The existing houses should be renovated so as there is harmony and a sense of change as one approaches the hall. The plan at the moment is totally uncomplimentary and the Causeway Hall will stick out like dogs balls in a shadow of modern grey & brown flats.    

