The Future of Narrabundah Neighbourhood Oval 
 Kootara Cres. Narrabundah

Narrabundah Neighbourhood Community oval was originally considered in the concept plan for the Narrabundah prefabs on 7 Feb 1946 as a requirement for open air recreation of the residents. It was well used for different sports and considered by some as the best cricket pitch in Canberra. European migrants, resident in the prefabs, used the oval for social games of soccer. A corner was also used for the staging of Empire Day fireworks 
“The Narrabundah Oval in the Pre-Fabs parkland area became available in the early 1950s

and was a first class oval used as a home ground by the Kingston Cricket Club. When the

Narrabundah Primary School opened in 1964 the adjacent oval was lost to grade cricket

and took on its current use as a multi-purpose neighbourhood facility” 

“Homes for the Workers, the History of the Narrabundah Prefabs 1945 to 1985” by Allan Foskett
In the early 2000s Narrabundah Primary School, the oval lessee cut off funding for the maintenance of the oval and handed it back to the ACT Govt. TAMS subsequently put it in a very low maintenance category due to the drought. In 2011 it is not used and in a state of neglect and not used despite potential users willing to invest in it’s renovation if given a long term lease.

ACT Dept of Education & Training Proposal
On 11 March 2011 a representative from Schools Capital Works, DET presented a concept plan for buildings increasing the size of Narrabundah Early Childhood School (NECS). Comments on the proposal were sought from Old Narrabundah Community Council Inc (ONCC Inc). It was stressed that there was no funds allocated for the proposal and it was in concept stage. We thank DET for consulting during this early stage and we trust our comments will be listened to.
Issues with Drawing 1028/MP/02/003

 Drawing No. 1028/MP/02/003 from A C & A Architects was presented. The Title was Site Plan, Masterplan Option 2A, School Oval Playing Fields. The site plan super-imposes plans for the school and a newly configured oval on a goggle earth photo of the area. 
· The scale of the drawing is NTS. A not to scale diagram does not give a realistic impression of how the re-configured oval will fit in with the existing area. Surely this would have in the realm of the expertise of a qualified surveyor rather than an architect planning interiors as A C & A Architects describe their business. 
· The drawing gives the playing field for a cricket oval as 112m x 110m. Law 19.1 of the International Cricket Council gives the dimensions of a normal cricket oval at 150m x 137m. If this oval was constructed it is doubtful if it would be approved for ACT Grade Cricket or for first eleven school competition. The boundaries would be too small for an umpire to acknowledge a four or six. The picket fence is short 9 metres. Investment in such a small field would not be considered wise as it would have very limited use as a cricket oval.
· The playing field for AFL is the absolute minimum size, 135m x 110m enabling easier scoring of goals. It is not known if ACTAFL would approve this size for competition.

· The drawing does not indicate how close the boundary would be to the fence line of the residences of Nimbin St. How narrow will this access track be for people walking to the bus stop from the loop streets? 

· The drawing indicates that the newly configured oval will infringe on the drip line of a considerable number of trees. As these trees are to the north of some residences they will lose summer shade.

· The drawing is Masterplan option 2A. It would have been more informative if ONCC Inc were shown the other options.
Community Expectations & Aspirations

The Narrabundah Community want NECS to continue providing the current excellent service they provide to the community, many fought to prevent its closeure in previous years. How it operates is ultimately the business of DET in consultation with the community. If expansion of the premises is needed it should take place within its zoned lease. Expansion into the oval will involve a messy draft variation that will take many years as the oval is a prized possession of the community, hopefully to be revitalized. This process will delay DET plans. Increased floor space for NECS could be achieved by a second floor extension. This could be made solar passive and provide a view of the oval.

It is hoped that DET takes into account the feeling the Narrabundah Community on the usage of Narrabundah Community oval. You must appreciate that it was thought that NECS & the oval land were considered under threat of development into blocks of flats in the early 2000s.  
The community would like the oval used as what it was originally designed for: open space sports recreation facility. A multi-purpose oval that can accommodate summer and winter sports. Hopefully first class competitive football and cricket will be played on the oval. 
It is hoped that DET support use of the oval by community sporting groups as this will increase surveillance of NECS facilities and potentially decrease crime.  Also it may be used as an asset for the students without cost.
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