CITY DESIGNER

Revisits Canberra

INTERESTING VIEWS ON CITY DEVELOPMENT
Canberra Times 16 Dec 1926
Mr. Walter Burley Griffin, the designer of Canberra, and for some time director of design and construction for the Federal Capital City, passed through Canberra this week. Motoring from Mel-bourne to Sydney with a party of friends Mr. Griffin arrived in Canberra on Tuesday, and left again on Wednesday.

Twenty months have elapsed since Mr. Griffin last visited Canberra, and his previous visit here was five years ago. During these later years great changes have come over the landscape of the city site, and Mr. Griffin expressed pleasure at the development which had taken place since his previous visit. 'The work now," he said, "is mostly above ground, and visitors can see plenty of results for the money expended during the last couple of years, whereas before there were many years of spade work carried out under trying conditions, the results of which could not be seen by the casual observer."

Mr. Griffin had nothing but constructive thought to offer regarding the capital. "The time for criticism has gone," he said. "There has been in the past far too much unfair criticism and selfish interest has created difficulties which have hindered Canberra's development. These interests have shown all the more however, the real need for Canberra, and have demonstrated the need of an Australian national city where our politics can be freed from the domination of these interests." .  

It was fourteen years ago that Mr. Burley Griffin was awarded first prize for the design for the Federal Capital of Australia. Thirteen years ago, he came to Canberra as director of design and construction and the appointment was renewed in 1916. In the early years exhaustive investigation was made of the engineering features of the city, including water supply, sewerage, and road construction, plans for which were drawn up by the finest experts available, but all of which had not been followed. In the main, however, the actual city design had been carried out, but Mr. Griffin deplored the backward policy in regard to the development of the Northern side of the river, which, he said, was, the best portion of the city. For this, he blamed the lack of railway. The original railway bridge across the Molonglo River had been only of a temporary character and with the funds available it had been impossible to construct a structure of sufficient strength to withstand the great floods which had assailed it. He believed that a permanent bridge should be put across the river in conformity with the lake scheme, to carry the railway wherever it was decided to take it.  

Regarding the lakes, the scheme laid down would prove advantageous in time of flood owing to the large getaway, which it provided for the big volumes of water. The Northern embankment for the West Basin over which Hotel Acton would look out, had already been formed.

Looking at the map of Canberra, one is struck with the central triangle having as its apexes the capitol, civic centre and the station place, where the market centre of the city would be. Joining these points were the three big avenues, Commonwealth Avenue, Capital Terrace, and Federal Avenue. The large space for residential purposes on the Northern bank of the Molonglo, between   Civic Centre and Station Place, and the market scheme itself, could not be developed until Federal Avenue, was constructed with its bridge corresponding to Commonwealth Avenue Bridge, and crossing the waterways at the junction of the Molonglo Basin and East Basin. The area affected by this would provide for a large addition to Canberra's population and the nearest approach to this area at present was the new suburb of South Ainslie.

Discussing the potentialities of Canberra, Mr. Griffin mentioned that during his time in Canberra, he had sunk a number of shafts 60 feet in depth for a distance of five miles North from Mt. Vernon, which is now known as Civic Place, and these has revealed the presence of material for bricks. He claimed that if private enterprise were permitted to develop portion of this deposit, say some distance to the North of the present industrial and residential development, bricks and tiles could be produced at a cheaper price in Canberra, and the item of transport could be reduced considerably. He had sent examples of the material to Sydney and Melbourne kilns, and bricks and tiles of the highest quality had been turned out.

Asked his opinion of the general architecture of the capital, Mr. Griffin expressed pleasure at the appearance of the residences. They were, he considered, distinctly above the average, but, he feared that the policy of classifying residential areas for civil servants according to salary, was not the best. He rather liked, however, the policy of the Federal Capital Commission of intermingling private residents with public servants in residential areas, and of discouraging members of Commonwealth staff who worked together, living in the same vicinity.

The gardens of the city evoked pleasurable comment from Mr. Griffin, and he looked forward a few years to the time when the city plan would be developed still further. He considered that more native flora could be introduced into the street gardens as he had proved from experiments carried out in Canberra, that native flora were suitable for use in the capital and had laid out a scheme for planting the various localities with native plants. The introduction of some English trees had been a distinct success, but Australian trees were necessary to impart national sentiment through the city. Nursery   experiments were sometimes not conclusive, for it was proved difficult to raise kurrajongs owing to frosts, yet the examples of trees in the city area left no doubt as to their suitability.

Although his visit this week was of only short duration, Mr. Griffin promises to re-visit the city often as time passes. He gives the impression of an artist, who takes a true artist's pride in the work which is being carried out even, if it is not, in every detail, in accordance with his own ideas.

