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Narrabundah Issues for ACT Election 2012
1. Parking at Narrabundah shops is inadequate when the restaurants are busy at lunchtime. Will you advocate for more long-time parking behind the toilets?   Yes / No / Undecided

We understand that this space is being used informally for parking and it would be appropriate to formalise this, although preferably in a low-key way reflecting the intermittent use it would receive.
2. Narrabundah Community Oval , Kootara Cres. St Edmunds College has been blocked from renovating the oval, for training, because a lease has not been available to them. The oval will then be available to the community on the weekends. Bureaucratic obfuscation & blocking, by DET is in place. Will you support the renovation and use of our neglected oval?           Yes  / No/ Undecided 
The ACT Greens are strong supporters of the public being able to take advantage of local spaces, be that ovals or community halls. We look forward to having further conversations about this issue in the coming months, and we do understand the frustration felt by local residents. We definitely support the need for renovation and upgrade of these and other facilities so that the community can enjoy recreational opportunities.

3. Will you support maintaining Capitol Golf Course as an 18 hole public golf course?         Yes / No/ Undecided
There are issues about what is the sustainable number of golf courses in the ACT. The Greens would like to see the golf industry consider how many golf courses can be supported in the ACT in the light of demographic changes and the predictions of long term drier weather in the ACT.
We recognise the particular importance of Capital as a public golf course, with its increased accessibility. 

The Greens do support maintaining public open space and facilities as Canberra changes – and in particular as areas become denser.
4.  Nimbin Street Pre-School Play Centre was the first community building in the Narrabundah prefab area. There is a rumour, that after the current improvements, it will be demolished in 18 months after the lease reverts back to DET. Will you support its continued use as a community facility for pre-schoolers?  Yes / No / Undecided  
This issue has not been raised directly with the Greens, however, we are happy to meet to gain a better understanding of the circumstances surrounding this community facility, and understand that there is some uncertainty about its future. 

5. Continued support is needed for valued community organisations such as VOCAL. Will you advocate for these groups?  Yes / No / Undecided
In recent times, we have heard concerns from various groups about the ability of counselling and therapeutic services and other allied agencies such as the Commissioner of the Victims of Crimes Office to adequate respond to the needs of individuals. This is of concern, and has the potential for long-lasting negative impacts on those who may have been traumatised by criminal activity. 
We believe that this issue requires a more coordinated and whole of government approach to the need of the community, and is sadly indicative of the many efficiency dividends which have seen essential government and non government services such as the Human Rights Commission, the Victims of Crimes Commission, and Canberra Rape Crisis Centre, struggling to meet the demand. We have meet with VOCAL on a number of occasions in recent years to discuss these issues. 

6. Is it desirable to allow developers to radically change plans after consultation, e.g. Crestwood change to 1 bedroom units? Yes / No / Undecided 
No – the Greens think that the plans which go to the public are basically what should be built.  
7. Parents of children at Narrabundah Early Childhood School (NECS) need more certainty about which future school their children will be accepted into. Can you give the parents support?  Yes / No / Undecided 
The Education and Training Directorate is responsible for planning and promoting the priority placements areas, and there have been several concerns raised in recent time regarding anticipated changes right across Canberra. It is hoped that the Directorate has been clear and concise in their consultation and communication with the relevant communities, but the fact remains that much of this work in being done with demographics and statistics, rather than with the views and feelings of the community. We will continue to engage with people who may be affected by this change, and I encourage you to contact the ACT Greens to discuss this in more detail. 

8. There are concerns over Draft Planning Strategy allowing 4 – 6 story developments at local shops. The benefits for property owners will over-ride the amenity of tenants and customers. Who will you support?                                                                                                       Tenants & Customers / Property Owners / Undecided
The Draft Planning Strategy, which is now the ACT Planning Strategy, does not determine the zone that any part of Canberra is in, nor does it determine what is allowed in a zone.  A territory plan variation – which has considerable public consultation – is required for that.  A proposal to increase density would have mixed benefits and costs for both groups you mention. It would be important to see what any proposal would do for the long term sustainability of Canberra from a social, economic and environmental perspective.
If elected I will act on these above issues as I have indicated. Please delete what you will not do.
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