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Club History

It was not until the beginning of this century that the capital of Australia, Canberra, was surveyed. In 1912 the foundation stone was laid on Capital Hill. In the early years, Canberra grew only very slowly. Not many volunteered to move to the bush. The migration program of the post-war years, however, brought many migrants to the Snowy Mountains as well as to Canberra, where the Cotter Dam was being constructed at the time. When construction of the Snowy Mountains Hydro-Electric scheme came to an end, many who had been involved in it, moved to Canberra and took an active part in the construction of the nation's capital. in 1958 Canberra had about 40,000 inhabitants, including a fair percentage of German speaking migrants. Four years later the population had increased to 63,000.

Towards the end of 1960, Messrs F. Adler, H. Finck, H. Krueger, H. Schussig and H. Stoeckel approached their German friends and acquaintances with the idea of establishing a German club. After several meetings in private homes, a founding meeting was held on 9 February 1961 at the “Taverne Restaurant’, with 55 interested participants. The first committee was elected with Mr Felix Adler as president.  The name "Harmonie" was suggested and accepted.  In the hope that harmony and goodwill would prevail in the club. The monthly contribution was 5 shillings; and on 9 June the Club became an incorporated body.

On 9 March 196I the first dance was held in the Monaro Hall with about 120 participants. After that, club functions were held at the Ainslie Rex Hotel, the Manuka Services Hut, the Albert Hall,  and other facilities. Every function contributed to club funds, and the idea for club rooms of their own became increasingly popular among members, who by now numbered almost 200. In September of the same year a building committee headed by Mr J Hart was appointed. £3,000 were needed to finance the first stage of the club building. Additional funds were to be obtained through debentures and a bank loan. The women also did their share of fundraising:  a ladies group had formed who catered at functions, held cake stall’s and organised the children’s Christmas Party.
The enthusiasm that had accompanied the founding of the club slowly waned.  The Annual General Meeting of 10 March 1962 had to be postponed to 28 May because of insufficient attendance. At that meeting, after long discussions and many accusations, a new committee was finally appointed with Mr Heinz Schlimbach as president. With renewed enthusiasm and initiative, good progress was made on the club building. The required club rules were “theoretically” accepted from the Concordia Club in Sydney.

	 In August 1962 the authorities offered the Club a block of land in Narrabundah with a covenant of £40,000. (Equivalent to $1,036,153.85 in 2012 - http://www.rba.gov.au/calculator/annualPreDecimal.html).  
	


The following year brought more difficulties. At the AGM of 14th March 1963 there were no candidates for committee positions. Finally Mr Heinz Schlimbach and ten committee members were unanimously voted to carry on the construction of the club building. Mr Jakob Hafner was in charge of the building plan.
The idea of a club building started to take shape when the first sod was turned in August 1963. Two months later, the Ambassador of the Federal Republic of Germany, Dr Ritter, performed the ceremony of the laying of the foundation stone. On  8 February 1964, a “Richtfest'' was celebrated was celebrated in the traditional style. The same month the club applied for a bank loan; and in order to keep the cost of the building as low as possible, it was decided that only those members who had donated £25, building material to the same value or five days' work would be regarded as foundation members. The names of these 'foundation members' are displayed on an honour board which, a few years ago found its place in the club bar. The hard work and the donations by members speeded up construction, and the club building was officially opened on 3 October 1964. Dr Ritter performed the opening ceremony.
With a building of its own to administer, the Committee was faced with greater responsibility and more duties. A business had to be run which was unfamiliar to most. Eventually Mr Udo Heuermann became the first salaried manager. Voluntary labour was used for the daily opening hours from 7 pm to midnight, and about 25 members were needed to maintain a roster.  For two and a half years members gave their spare time to help the Club, until in April 1l966 the first permanent barman (Mr Werner Falke) was employed.

In 1964 the foundation members were presented with a certificate and a pin in recognition of their dedication.

In I965 two billiard tables were purchased to offer members some variety. On 2 November 1965 the club held its first Oktoberfest with five novelty stalls. On this occasion the club rooms proved too small to accommodate everyone. 

 The 1st January 1966 was the founding day of “Die Bruecke", and our Club was one of the original members. The first Lufthansa Ball in June 1966 was a great success.

It became increasingly obvious that club facilities were insufficient for many functions and the various interest groups: the ‘Skat' players and the Soccer group had been in existence for some time. The bank loan had been paid off, and money was -being put aside for an extension. There were long discussions as to the size of the proposed extension and the types of facilities required. Suggestions and sketches were made, and finally an architect was appointed to design a plan. 

In February 1968 the building committee approved a design submitted by the architect, and this was ratified at an Extraordinary General  Meeting.  A full year elapsed before the authorities approved this plan.

The Harmonie Choir was founded in 1968.

Mr Georg Maier was made an honorary member at the Anniversary Ball in 1969.

On 18 May 1970 the Harmonie Air Rifle Club was founded. 
At the Extraordinary General Meeting of 7 September 1970 the club extension was approved with 123 in favour and five abstentions. The Committee confirmed that $50,000 had been saved, and the  remainder was to be obtained through a bank 1oan.

In February 1971, Permanent Constructions was appointed to build the club extension. A contract was signed, the extensions were to be finished by Decem6er 1971. Progress, however,  was slow.  Members would often work on unfinished tasks in order to speed up progress,  and , eventually the extension was occupied, although without a final certificate, in February 1972. Negotiations were in progress with the construction firm; costs of the building had risen to $256,000 (Equivalent to $2,351,127.27 in 2012 – RBA Inflation calculator). A call for debentures of $100 each was made, and in this way $19,500 was raised by June 1972. This increased S32,000 by June 1973. Membership at the time was about 350-400.
The acoustics in the main hall were unsatisfactory, and an acoustic ceiling had to be and installed. 
May 1974 saw the founding of the "Stammtisch"'

The first big raffle with prizes of three Lufthansa flights to Germany was run at the Lufthansa Bali in June 1974. It was a great success.

Mr KarI Heinz Reppin became an honorary member at the Anniversary Ball in August 1974'

The extensions were still unfinished by November 1974, and the committee and  the construction firm, Permanent Constructions, agreed to a financial settlement.

In 1975 the Club’s resources were drained, the bank account was overdrawn, and the monthly repayments enormous. A local promoter, Arthur Laing and Associates used the main hall three times a week for functions, but this stopped when the disco became fashionable and the club facilities proved unsuitable.
Mr Heinz Schlimbach was made an honorary member at the anniversary Ball in August  1976. The following month the Ladies Group which had been in existence for some years, officially became a subgroup of the CIub.

When new laws in the ACT permitted clubs to install poker machines, the Club invested in several. They did change club life to a certain degree , but they also helped finance the monthly repayments.
In August 1977 the Committee took over the running of the Club in order to save money.
In December of the same year, the club rules were changed to allow women to become full members with voting rights.

In July 19B0 German conversation classes were introduced for people who wanted to advance on their German speaking ski1ls. During the same year, the Canberra OId Time Dance Club became affiliated with the Club. Since January 1981 the Club has participated at both the Australia Day Festival and the Canberra Day celebrations with stall selling German food and drink. On both occasions the stalls are maintained by voluntary help and have proved a good source of revenue.

The annual Oktoberfest had become a popular family event for Canberra people, but the club rooms soon proved too small for the crowds. In October 1982 the Club moved the Oktoberfest to the National Exhibition centre for the first time, and from this the Oktoberfest has grown into a folk festival that has a firm place in the calendar of Canberra events.

This year, 1986, the Club turns 25. It can be proud of its existence. The untiring efforts of members who have helped out in times of need have made it possible for the club to survive. The building will be paid off this year and we can look to the future full of confidence. Our membership at the moment is about 400.
The Club enjoys a good reputation in the national capital, and we can only hope that our successors will wish to continue the club of their parents.
--------------------------------------------------

Twenty- five years ago, when most of us were establishing ourselves in a new country, perhaps building our first home, it was a major commitment to form a club as well as build a club house. The fact that these tasks were achieved, speaks highly of the enthusiasm and dedication of our founding members.
But establishing a club and completing a building is only part of the story. During the past 25 years many members have worked hard and given much of their spare time to ensure that the club continues to provide for the needs of its members. To name these people would be very difficult, but I believe special mention should be made of two members.

Our second President, Mr Heinz Schlimbach, served for a total of seven years and was the driving force behind the construction of the original club house and the subsequent extension.
Our longest serving President, Mr Guenther Koerner, stepped in when the club found itself in financial difficulties; and due to some very stringent measures and a lot of hard work, the club is now once again in a financially sound position. 
Both men would agree that without the close assistance and dedicated support of committee and club members, their achievements would not have been possible.
The fortunes of the Club have fluctuated over the years, perhaps as much an indication of the prosperity of the community in general as of the efficiency of the club management of the day. It is apparent that those who accepted office, always acted in the best interest of the Club.

The club history as you will find it in this booklet is recorded strictly according to the minutes made available to me. If you f find any noteworthy items to be missing, please let me know, perhaps they can be used on another occasion.
My sincere thanks to all contributors who have made this publication possible.
Gerda Albiez- 1986 - (member and President in 1994)
MESSAGE FROM OLD TIME DANCERS

Beth and Charles Collins, who first brought together a small group of old time dancing enthusiasts in 1980, remain the moving spirits behind what is now the Canberra Old Time Dance club Inc. Having outgrown our first venue, the Burns Club, the Dance Club has for six years enjoyed a happy relationship with the Harmonie German Club. We normally meet twice week for tuition, practice and informal dancing, and enjoy regular Saturday evening socials which embrace fancy dress and party nights and culminate each year with an Annual Ball. Our club committee arranges a full program of golf and tennis days, sausage sizzles and other excursions, visits to other dance clubs, and their return visits to Canberra.
Our current membership exceeds 200. A number of members have for several years been pleased to help with the Oktoberfest at the Showground. We also arrange our own working bees from time to time, to do repair and other jobs necessary for the appearance and maintenance of Harmonie Club as a whole.

May I take this opportunity to wish the Club a very successful 25th anniversary. Please accept our best wishes for the next 25 years.
Arthur George

President
HARMONIE GERMAN CHOIR
The Harmonie German Choir is a subgroup of the Harmonie German C1ub. . It was formed in 1968 by members of the Harmonie German Club who saw a need to preserve and present their heritage in music and song. The Choir has grown to be a very active and popular community group in the A.C.T., presenting a wide variety of concerts throughout the year. The Choir has also travelled interstate to participate at national song and cultural festivals. 

The conductor, Bruce Munchenberg, has been with the Choir since 1984. Bruce is an experienced musician and a Major in the Australian Army. He is currently posted as a Staff Officer at .the Directorate of Music for the Australian Army Band Corps.
