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COMMENTS ON THE CONCESSIONAL LEASE REVIEW

It is appropriate that such a review finally takes place, as it was a recommendation of the ACT Legislative Assembly Planning Sub-Committee into the proposed change of land use of the Hungarian Australian Club site in Narrabundah. If natural justice is to prevail, the fate of this site should come within the boundaries of this review and not set a precedent.

The need for a continuation of Concessional Leases in the ACT

It is very important that Concessional Leases be granted to community groups for non market value. The benefits community groups do for our society cannot be costed as a balance sheet item, it is beyond bean counting. Our society would be severely diminished if volunteers and paid employees of these undervalued organizations were deprived of land on which to conduct their admirable work. Existing leaseholders need stability in order to maintain their premises on their improved land otherwise many premises will be let run down and turn into eyesores. Existing leaseholders that don’t maintain the property must show cause why the state should grant them the privilege of the concessional lease. There must be a policy mechanism in place for another organization to take over the land and property, under existing land use, if a leaseholder is in financial difficulty. Trading of Concessional leases must be the role of government not the leasee. Concessional Leaseholders must not be able to sign option contracts with organizations not able to be leasees under the existing land usage. Speculation in public land must be discouraged at all costs. Community land must never be a windfall for directors of organizations who hold concessional leases.    

All Concessional and Special Leases in the Inner South and Inner North of the ACT are coveted by developers to turn into blocks of flats. ACT Treasury and Infrastructure see more revenue from rates and charges from such development and so their interests concur with the development lobby. Increased density in the inner north and south make it increasingly important for retention of concessional leases in these areas. To allow high density residential in these areas, on these leases, is appallingly bad planning. The loss of such land is for perpetuity and will deny future generations amenity.  It will wear the smell of corruption in our system.

Transparency and Good Governance

It is imperative that the ACT Government identify and quantify all concessional leases in the ACT as a matter of good governance and competent management. Page 18 of the discussion paper dismisses a review of an inventory of Crown leases as being of prohibitive cost benefit. This is an alarming admission and dismissing an inventory is not good enough. 

Categories of concessional leases must be established and title searches completed even if this project takes 10 years. Public notices must be publicized for organizations to go through their own records to find their leases, new concessional leases to bona fide leasees who cannot locate their lease. Security of tenure should not be imperiled; it will just be an administrative measure to provide an improved way of doing government business.

A register of concessional leases must be established and improvements that a leaseholder does on the lease added. All documentation relating to the property must be on the register and value of the property in the organizations accounts noted. If possible a professional valuation of the property should be done.  Public land must be available for public scrutiny if we are to strive for transparency of public administration.

The OECD Report into the ACT recommended the empowerment of community. As various community groups utilize concessional leases and are part of a suburb, the surrounding neighbours must be informed and have a say in what happens in their district.
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