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Dear Ms Tongs, Mr Botham and Dr Moulding 

Thank you for your letter of 11 June 2026 to Chief Minister, Andrew Barr, about the presence of 
convenience-style tobacco and vaping retailers in Canberra suburbs. Your letter has been referred to 
me, as tobacco and vaping policy in the ACT falls under my portfolio as the Minister for Health. 

I acknowledge the concerns you have raised about the proximity and operation of these retailers near 
Winnunga Nimmityjah Aboriginal Health and Community Services and several local schools. I also 
recognise the frustration felt by many in the community about the continued availability of illicit tobacco 
and unregulated vaping products, and the harm they cause. 

As noted in your letter, the ACT Government, working alongside the Australian Border Force and partner 
agencies, has undertaken inspections at various retail outlets across the ACT to protect public health, 
community safety and legitimate ACT businesses. The ACT is committed to continuing to work with 
Commonwealth agencies on the regulatory response to illicit tobacco.  

Illicit tobacco is a complex and evolving issue nationally and internationally, and addressing it remains a 
priority for the ACT Government. We are firmly committed to protecting the ACT community from the 
harms associated with smoking, vaping, and the illicit tobacco trade. 

To support this commitment, on 3 December 2025 the Legislative Assembly passed the Tobacco and 
Other Smoking Products Amendment Act 2025. This legislation strengthens the existing regulatory 
framework and responds to the growing public health and safety risks linked to illicit tobacco products. 
The new laws enhance enforcement powers and increase penalties for the unlawful sale of illicit tobacco, 
with the aim of reducing the availability of these products in our community. 
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Work in this area is ongoing as we continue to focus on addressing illicit tobacco, with further legislative 
reforms currently in development. These future reforms will further enhance our ability to safeguard the 
community and reduce the harms associated with the illicit tobacco trade. Any future changes will be 
informed by consultation and will balance expected public health benefits with potential regulatory 
impacts, ensuring that the approach adopted is justified and proportionate. 

Thank you again for writing about this important matter and for your ongoing advocacy on behalf of our 
community.  

Yours sincerely 

Rachel Stephen-Smith MLA 
28 July 2026


