
11 June 2026

Andrew Barr

Chief Minister

CC

Rachel Stephen Smith MLA

Thomas Emerson MLA

Elizabeth Lee MLA

Rebecca Vassarotti MLA

Dear Chief Minister

We wrote in March 2024, relating the strong community concerns about the

proliferation of convenience style tobacco and vaping stores in suburbs around

Canberra and, in particular, the newlyopened store atour local Narrabundah shops.

The situation where such a store can be allowed to establish and flourish within

100 metres of the Winnunga Nimmityjah Aboriginal Health & Community Services, and

within close walking distance to several local schools, is difficultto reconcile. It flies in

the face of broader efforts to push these addictive and harmful products to the margins

of acceptable social behaviour.

We were pleased to see the recent activity by the Australian Border Force and ACT

government officials, raiding several such stores across Canberra including at

Narrabundah, which resulted in the confiscation of around half a million cigarettes

(along with vapes, cigars and illicit cash). It is also good to see the strong campaign by

the Canberra Times on this issue, reflectingthe breadth of community concern.

However, despite these recent efforts, our primary concerns remain, in thatthese

stores continue to operate in our communities, seemingly unaffected by whatever fines

or penalties are handed out.

It is estimated that the illicit market now accounts for 50 60 percent of alltobacco

products sold in Australia, and that criminal networks are now benefitting in the order of

several billion dollars in net profits every year lillicit Tobacco and E cigarette

Commissioner Report 2024 25).

As advised in your April 2024 response to our letter (for which thanks), we note thatthe

ACT Government administers and regulates the Tobacco and Other Smoking Products

Act 1927 (the Act). However, we believe this legislation is toothless and no longer fit for 

purpose in the face of the illicit markets and criminal networks that proliferate in the

present day.



We believe the Act is in dire need of review and strengthening. And we cal l on the ACT

government to amend the legislation to achieve two key outcomes, being:

 stronger penalties and the ability to cancel licences/close businesses down

where they have been found to have breached licensing laws or found to be

selling illicit products; and

 the abilityto place restrictions on the location of retailers, away from schools

and health centres.

It is notable that new laws came into effect in NSW recently (November 2025), allowing

NSW Health to issue closure orders for premises selling illicit tobacco or illegal vaping

goods, along with significant penalties (up to 7 years imprisonment and fines up to

$1.5 million). The Victorian government is also introducing new laws thisyear, along

similar lines, that will include the toughest penalties in the country.

Please let us know how the ACTgovernment plans to address these concerns, and

emulate the steps beingtaken in other jurisdictions.
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